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CHRISTOPHER KEMPF
SKYPING
We must have suspected from  the beg in n in g  
that the darkness we marked
w ith  animals &  objects &  gods cou ld  be crossed.
Th ings  w i l l  be d if fe re n t  ou r  ancestors said &C m eant 
ou r  ch i ld ren  w i l l  have crayons enough 
to co lo r l ire . W i l l  lie at n ig h t
in the warm  bed o f  the ir  less-sadness &  ask the stars fo r  w ha t the stars 
w i l l  send them. T hen ,
you were that k in d  o f  b r ig h t ,  star-
heavy, &  le ft me s tar ing  at the f l ig h t  tracker in T e rm in a l C. Screen 
f i l led  w i th  leaving, each
plane a pu ls ing  cross above the c o n t in e n t .  I w anted
there to be, on each one, a box 
whose job i t  was to w h isper I  exist. Just th is, 
over &  over so I ’d know. I know
a couple, you said, w ho spend 
the ir  entire  lives apart. T hey  pu t
the coffee on in th e ir  separate c it ies &  f l ip
the ir  laptops open to show each o the r  w ha t the s u n l ig h t  is l ike . 1 l ike  
to imagine them m ak ing  d in n e r  toge ther in th e ir  separate
su n l i t  w indow s, the recipe a medley o f  vegetables &  wherever i t  is
they live—  the p inch  o f  salt, the small ta lk . T h e  coq au v in  
steaming on the screen. In  Sao Paulo, you lean
back in the radiance o f  800 dp i.  I ask i f  you w an t to, &  we take
42
o u r  c l o t h e s  o f f  &  a r e  t r a n s f i g u r e d  i n s t a n t l y  i n t o  p i xe l s .  I n t o  p a c k e t s  
o f  l i g h t  i n t h e  s k y  o v e r  M i a m i .  &  I
a m  t h i n k i n g  a g a i n  o f  t h a t  c o u p l e ,  o f  t h e i r  l ove
l i ke  l ove ,  &  h o w  y o u  wi l l  l ie
b e s i d e  m e  t o n i g h t  in t h e  w h i r r i n g  b o x  o f  m y  l a p t o p .  I ll t u r n  
y o u  l ow,  &  w e ’ll l ie t h e r e
w h i l e  i t s t i n y  l i g h t  p u l s e s  o f f  &  o n  in t h e  d a r k n e s s  
l i ke  s o m e o n e  b r e a t h i n g .  O u r  b o d i e s
l i ke  c o n t i n e n t s  t h a t  w e r e  t o u c h i n g  o n c e .
Kempf
